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Send us your holiday photos!
See page A3 for details.

Delbarton’s Vasquez victorious at Beast of the East tourney. Sports, B1

Master of wine art
Jay Rosen takes Washington Valley Cellars through the roof

Joanne Chesimard, also
known as Assata Shakur,
escaped from prison in 1979
and fled to Cuba.
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Christie
wants
fugitive
returned
Gov to Obama:
Get Chesimard
back from Cuba
WILLIAM WESTHOVEN
@WWESTHOVEN

COURTESY OF WASHINGTON VALLEY CELLARS

Washington Valley Cellars owner and designer Jay Rosen in his own Martinsville-based wine cellar.

I

SUSAN BLOOM CORRESPONDENT

n some ways, 59-year-old master wine cellar designer and builder Jay Rosen can thank the 1980s stock
market crash and a subsequent back injury for opening the door to a successful new career. ¶ Back
then, as a 28-year-old with an MBA, a real estate license and a knack for construction, “I met a lot of
builders, borrowed some money, bought a lot and built a couple of spec houses,” the Teaneck native
and current Martinsville resident said. ¶ “But then the market crashed, a back injury sidelined me for

eight months, and I started doing renovations and finishing basements instead.”
One thing would soon lead to another.
A wine lover since his college days at
Rutgers University, “a couple of wine
shops I frequented knew that I was into
construction and asked me if I wanted to
build wine cellars for their customers. I
knew nothing about wine cellars at the
time, but I read up about them and built
my first one in 1992.”
Though he continued to do other types
of construction work over the next decade, word circulated about Rosen’s skill
in building wine cellars, and by the early
2000s, he and an associate with expertise
in carpentry decided to focus their business solely on that niche. With that,
Washington Valley Cellars was born.
“I have a good business sense and I do
all of the design work and selling, and my
team does all of the building,” Rosen said
of his now four-person collaborative,
which handles everything from carpentry to plumbing, masonry, electrical
work, insulation, refrigeration systems,
tile work and more. “We handle the enSee WINE, Page A2

Gov. Chris Christie has joined the
growing call by New Jersey leaders demanding that Cuba return fugitive copkiller Joanne Chesimard as part of any
negotiations the United States enters to
normalize relations with its long-estranged neighbor.
The Governor’s Office issued a release on Sunday that included a copy of
a letter sent by Christie to President
Barack Obama, dated Dec. 18, urging
him to “demand the immediate return
of Chesimard before any further consideration of restoration of diplomatic
relations with the Cuban government.”
“Cuba’s provision of safe harbor to
Chesimard by providing political asylum to a convicted cop killer, and her
ability to elude justice, is an affront to
every resident of our state, our country, and in particular, the men and women of the New Jersey State Police, who
have tirelessly tried to bring this killer
back to justice,” Christie wrote.
Christie wrote that he did not share
the president’s hopes that opening relations would reverse decades of humanrights abuse under the Castro regime,
See KILLER, Page A2
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Pet adoption on Saturday

COURTESY OF WASHINGTON VALLEY CELLARS

One of the hundreds of custom wine cellars in the New Jersey and metropolitan area built by
Washington Valley Cellars, based in the Martinsville section of Bridgewater.

ROCKAWAY — Coming Home Rescue, a non-profit dog rescue organization, will host a dog adoption event 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday at PetSmart,
367 Mount Hope Ave. in Rockaway.
For more information about the
event, call 973-361-7970.
Interested adopters who are unable
to attend the event can contact Coming
Home Rescue to schedule a meet and
greet by calling 1-888-405-7221.
For more information about the organization and available dogs for adoption, visit www.cominghomerescue.
org.

‘Elf’ movie matinee at
Parsippany library

Amelia, a single mom of two, waiting
to find out if she has cancerous tumor
MATT HARPER
SPECIAL TO THE DAILY RECORD

Amelia is attempting to provide her
daughters with a better life while also
managing her own serious health issues.
The single mother (Case S-2) of Vanessa, 23, and Caroline, 4, is on permanent disability due to a history of health
problems. She had a hip replacement
years ago and recently was hospitalized
to have a tumor removed from her kidney.
She is awaiting the results of tests to
determine if the tumor is cancerous, and

while she was hospitalized it was discovered that she had broken her hip
and would require surgery in order to
be able to walk again. Prior to her recent health issues, Amelia was enrolled
in a local business administration program in order to be able to re-enter the
work force.
Otherwise, she and her daughters
have been relying on her Social Security disability payments. Vanessa also
works part-time to help her mother try
to make ends meet, but she is also in
See FUND, Page A4

PARSIPPANY — The Parsippany Main
Library will host a holiday movie mati-

See WEEK, Page A4
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